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lish rochet of inestimable value. When he officiated at
Versailles he wore an alb, for great ceremonies, of
such valuable lace that one hardly dared touch it;
his arms and motto were arranged in medallions
above large flowers, and it was estimated to be worth
a hundred thousand francs. In his hand he carried
an illuminated missal, a family heirloom, of royal mag-
nificence. " He came to meet us," Madame d'Ober-
kirch goes on, " with an air of a great lord's gallantry
and politeness such as I have seldom seen. The Car-
dinal was highly educated and very amiable."

This handsome prelate, so rich and flattered, fan-
cied himself a victim of fate. As Grand Almoner
of France, he was at the head of the episcopate and
the clergy; no bishop could see the King except with
his permission; he held the patronage of all the
positions as King's almoners, eight in number, and
those as chaplains, with their large livings. He was
not satisfied with being a Prince of the House of
Rohan, Cardinal, Grand Almoner of France, a Knight
of the Holy Ghost, Bishop of Strasburg, Sovereign
Prince of Hildesheim, Abbot of Noirmoutiers and
of Saint Waast, Principal of the Sorbonne, Superior
of the Asylum for the Blind, the possessor of an
income of from seven to eight hundred thousand
francs from the revenues of the Church, a member
of the French Academy, a man of the highest
fashion, the favorite of all the fine ladies of the
courts of Vienna and Versailles : this ambitious man
wanted something more. What he asked of fate.